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1644 places for horsemen. It was sale from attack., and was in position to take in flank any charge pressed beyond the ditch. It would seem, however, that in spite of positive orders not to quit his ground, he ordered the right regiment, his own, to advance across the slough, with the result that it was broken up in the mire by Colonel FrizePs dragoons.1 Meantime against the rest of Byron's first line came the shock of the Ironsides. The royalist musketeers had been cleared from the ditch by the dragoons, but Oliver's men must have crossed it in irregular open order, as they had climbed the warren at Gainsborough, and closed up on the far side. They charged the enemy first line, wrestled grimly for a little with pistol and sword-point, and then, in the words of their scoutmaster, scattered it u like a little dust." It was a fine achievement, clue to sheer weight and an iron discipline.

But Rupert was now with Byron, and upon Oliver came the shock of the royalist second line, Molineux's regiment and Rupert's own, They were not on the defensive as before, and had room to charge. Oliver's first line was halted and broken, and his second line, now across the ditch, was also stayed. A pistol ball grazed his neck, and the flash of the shot at close quarters blinded his eyes. For some time the issue of the battle hung in the balance, and the parliament horse were on the brink of utter rout. But suddenly the fury of the royalist pressure slackened, for David Leslie with his 800 ill-mounted Scots was attacking their flank. This gave Oliver his chance. Blinded and dazed as he was, he managed to get his retreating first line to face about and renew the attack. For a few critical minutes there was stem hand-to-hand fighting, and then the weight

1 The view taken by moat historians (Gardiner, Clements Markham, etc,) is that Byron's abortive attempt took place several hours before tho main battle was joined. But if it had, in the then mood of tho parliament forces it would inevitably have precipitated a general action. It sooms to mo to come more naturally where 1 have put it, and I think my view iu supported by the authorities. It is true that no parliament account, such aa'Stewart's Wull Relation, mentions it; but they had many greater successes to write about. Rupert's Diary (Warburton, Mem. of Prince Jtupert, II. 468) makes Byron begin the battle, and his action is said to have lost the day for the king in the Life of James II, I, 22. See also Fuller, Worthies, II. 536.